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Dr. Maurice Watson is a distinguished preacher, 
pastor, and visionary leader whose ministry has 
influenced congregations and communities across 
the nation for more than four decades. Called to 
preach at the age of sixteen and entering pastoral 
ministry at twenty-one, Dr. Watson has devoted 
his life to faithfully proclaiming God’s Word with 
clarity, excellence, and conviction. Known for his 
dynamic expository preaching, he brings biblical 
truths to life in ways that inspire, challenge, and 
nurture Christian maturity. Each week, his 
sermons reach thousands within and beyond the 
walls of the churches he has served. 

A native of Little Rock, Arkansas, Dr. Watson 
currently serves as Senior Pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, where he returned in 2022 to lead and 
shepherd in his home state. His pastoral journey 
has included notable assignments at Metropolitan 

Baptist Church in Washington, D.C., Beulahland Bible Church in Macon and Warner Robins, 
Georgia, Salem Baptist Church in Omaha, Nebraska, and St. Mark Baptist Church in Little Rock. 
Across these congregations, Dr. Watson has guided God’s people through times of transition, 
revitalization, and growth. His ministry has often included the construction of new worship 
facilities, the strengthening of lay leadership, and the expansion of community outreach, 
missions, and discipleship initiatives. 

Dr. Watson’s academic achievements reflect his commitment to both scholarship and ministry. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from Philander Smith College, where he 
graduated valedictorian of his class, a Master of Arts in Theology from Creighton University, a 
Doctor of Ministry degree from Beeson Divinity School, and most recently a PhD in Leadership 
from Anderson University. In addition, he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Arkansas Baptist College in 1996.  

Throughout his career, Dr. Watson has been recognized for his influence and excellence in 
preaching. He was named by Preaching journal as one of the “Top 40 Most Influential Preachers 
of the Last 40 Years,” an honor that underscores the impact of his voice in the wider church. In 
2010, he was inducted into the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers at Morehouse 
College, further affirming his place among the nation’s respected Christian leaders. 

Beyond the pulpit, Dr. Watson is the author of “God’s Purpose for My Life” and “Looking Up 
When Life’s Got You Down: Trusting God in the Crazy Seasons of Life”. His leadership extends 



beyond the local church through his service on numerous boards and committees, and his 
commitment to mentoring the next generation of preachers and leaders. 

Dr. Watson is married to his beloved wife, Janice. Together they are the proud parents of two 
daughters, Marcia and Jessica, and one son-in-law, Kevin Vandiver. They delight in their two 
grandsons, Ethan and Miles, who bring joy and laughter to their lives. 

With a voice that combines depth of study, clarity of expression, and pastoral compassion, Dr. 
Maurice Watson continues to shape the future of the church as one of the most trusted and 
influential preachers of his generation. 


